
 Saint Elizabeth Roman Catholic Church 

 Upper Uwchlan Township, PA 
          January 6, 2017 

 

Dear Parents of Saint Elizabeth Parish School Children, 

 

Greetings for the New Year 2017!  Together with Dr. Diane Greco, I once again commend you 

for your decision to provide a Catholic elementary school education for your children.    

 

Because Saint Elizabeth Parish School remains an integral component of the mission and 

ministry of our parish community here at Saint Elizabeth, I am resolved as pastor to ensure that 

our parish school not only provides a quality academic education for our children, but also 

fosters their faith formation as disciples of Jesus Christ and their commitment to stewardship 

service for others.   

 

For this reason I urge you to reflect upon how your own family members live out our Catholic 

Faith in daily life (at home, at work and at school, and in society as a whole) and to renew your 

commitment to participate actively in the sacramental-liturgical life and in the pastoral ministries 

of the parish during this new year. 

 

As you prepare to register (or re-register) your children for the 2017-2018 school year, I am 

writing to inform you about school tuition fees for the coming year.  Both the Parish Finance 

Council and the Strategic Planning Committee of the Parish School Advisory Council have 

offered their recommendations about next year’s tuition rates, for which I am most grateful.   

 

For your information, the parish school’s total operating expenses are expected to exceed $1.91 

million next year, a modest increase of 3.5% largely due to typical year-to-year increases in 

ordinary operational costs and a COL increase in employee salaries and benefits, coupled with an 

ongoing decrease in student enrollment over the past three years.  We anticipate a total 

enrollment of 352 students in grades K-8, down a dozen from this year’s opening enrollment of 

364 students.  Based upon the anticipated per pupil cost, the full tuition rate for the next 

scholastic year will be $5,450 per child, an increase of $400 (= 7.9%) over the current full 

tuition rate.   

 

At the same time, Saint Elizabeth Parish remains committed to funding tuition scholarships for 

Catholic families registered at Saint Elizabeth Church who participate regularly in liturgical 

celebrations and actively practice Catholic Stewardship.  As indicated in the accompanying 

chart, I have decided to set the scholarship tuition rate at $3,950 for one child, an increase of 

$155 (= 4.1%). 

 

The initial proposal discussed by the Finance Council called for a per-child increase of $255 (= 

6.7%) in the scholarship tuition rate, in order to hold the annual parish subsidy close to its 

current level (± $425,000).  After listening to an alternative proposal offered by members of the 

Parish School Advisory Council, I agreed to lower the tuition increase for scholarship families 

for the coming year from $255 to $155 per child, while the Parish School Advisory Council 

continues to develop and then implement a number of recruitment and retention efforts to sustain 

and grow student enrollment in our parish school. 

 



 

So for the coming year, the contribution made by the parish community is being increased from 

this year’s level ($1,225 for one child) by $245 (= 16%).  Accordingly, the parish will grant 

tuition scholarships to qualifying families in the amount of $1,500 for the one child, $3,100 for 

two children, $4,900 for three children, and $10,350 for four children enrolled in the parish 

school.  The total parish contribution in the form of tuition scholarships in 2017-2018 is likely to 

reach $530,000, less whatever auxiliary income is generated by the food service, CARES, and 

rebate programs, etc. 

 

Note also that for purposes of determining a family’s eligibility for a parish tuition scholarship in 

2017-2018, the minimal expectation remains a total annual contribution of at least $800.00 

per year (= about $15.38/week).  Please refer to the enclosed tuition charts for more details 

about family tuition rates and the due dates for tuition payments. 

 

I remind you once again that tuition rates at Saint Elizabeth Parish School are all-inclusive; that 

is, the annual tuition rates include not only the non-refundable application fee, but also other fees 

or sales promotions frequently assessed by other parochial schools (such as activity fees, 

technology fees, raffles, candy sales, holiday promotions, etc.).  Please know that tuition rates at 

Saint Elizabeth Parish School remain among the lowest at area Catholic elementary schools. 

 

As in past years, I invite any families facing especially difficult circumstances to contact me at 

the parish ministry center (610-321-1200) to discuss their financial situation in person and to 

explore their eligibility for accommodations in the tuition payment schedule and/or for financial 

assistance. 

With the approval of the pastor, families whose financial circumstances merit some 

accommodation may arrange to make tuition payments in four or eight equal installments 

between August and March.  

 

In addition, some financial aid may be available to Saint Elizabeth families who face a serious 

hardship in meeting the established tuition rates.  All requests for special consideration should be 

presented in writing to the pastor, along with a completed application for financial assistance and 

related documentation.  Applications for financial assistance are available at the parish business 

office (610-321-1200). 

 

I am very grateful to those of you who have been consistently supporting the parish week to 

week, especially those who participate in Auto-Giving and the Stars Rewards Program 

throughout the year.  I also wish to express my thanks to those parish school families who, in 

addition to the prompt payment of their own children’s tuition, have generously made an 

additional donation to the Parish Education Fund for Tuition Assistance in order to help relieve 

the financial burden faced by some families in meeting tuition payments for their children.   

 

I thank you again for the active participation and stewardship service your family contributes to 

the life of our parish community.   May God continue to bless you and all the parents, children 

and staff of Saint Elizabeth Parish School in this New Year 2017! 

 

          Sincerely yours, 

 

          Reverend Thomas M. Mullin, Pastor 


