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Have a blessed Christmas 

Season! 
 

 
We Recognize The Feast Day of 

St. John of the Cross:  Dec. 14th 

He is the patron saint of Contemplatives, mystics 
and Spanish poets. 

 

(Read her full story on page 4) 

She’s the Patron Saint of the blind.  

 

   

“WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US” (1 JOHN 4:19)  WHAT’S NEW IN THE MONTH OF DEC.? 

   

           

Believe in Boston! 

By: Ryan Spak (5B) 

On October 28 the Boston Red 
Sox won the 2018 World Series. It 
was a hard battle because they 
played the Los Angeles Dodgers 
(who played in the 2017 World 
Series against the Houston Astros 
and lost). 

Games 1 and 2 were in Fenway 
Park in Boston, MA.  The Red Sox 
took the 2 games under their belt. 
Game 1 the final score was 8-4. In 
game 2 the Red Sox won by 2 
runs, final score 4-2. In both of 
those games, the Red Sox won by 
2 or more points. 

The next game, however, was in 
Los Angeles where the Dodgers  

 

play. Since this game was in LA it 
was warmer and easier to play 
ball and since the Red Sox play in 
colder weather it was easier for 
the Dodgers to play in LA. They 
had home field advantage and 
the final score was 3-2 Dodgers. 
The Red Sox got used to the 
weather and won the next game 
9-6. 

The game that the Red Sox could 
WIN THE WORLD SERIES was on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 still in 
LA. It was a nervous and 
worrisome game, but David Price 
was pitching awesome. Bottom 
of the 9th inning, he struck out 
MANNY MACHODO, the great 
shortstop for the Dodgers. After 
the strike out, The Boston Red 
Sox WERE WORLD SERIES 
CHAMPS! Steve Pearce was the 
2018 World Series MVP. 

 

 

     

   

  Let’s Go Racing! 

By: Jack Planchak (5B) 

MCQMRC (Montgomery County 
Quarter Midget Racing Club) is a 
place where kids from ages 5-16 
race in quarter midget cars.  
When not racing the kids roam 
around the track with their 
friends either playing football or 
tag or whatever.  The kids all have 
fun and there is also a snack 
shack where there is candy, hot 
dogs, etc. When it is time to suit 
up and get ready their parents call 
them if they have a phone or 
fancy watch or they just find 
them. 
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The items or race gear that they 
have that they wear are a fire suit, 
gloves, arm restraints, HANS 
device or a neck brace, (if you are 
a girl with long hair you get a 
neck sock) race receiver (so the 
race director can speak to you) 
and ear buds. If you only have one 
car you can put it in the back of 
your truck.  You can also buy a 
trailer if you have 1 or more car(s).  
It is very fun for me.  I have 2 cars, 
one is red white, and blue and the 
other one is bright orange and 
silver. 

 

   

Interviewing Eve: 

2nd Grade 

By: Brynna Shea (5B) 

The 2nd graders went on a field 
trip to the United Sports Center 
on Monday, November 19. 
According to my sister in 2nd 
grade, Eve, the 2nd graders really 
like Science and the least 
preferable class to them is ELA. 
The 2nd graders' favorite special is 
Computers and their least 
favorite special is Library. 

 

 
Class 1B Report 

By: Gabi Lanza (5B) 

The students in Mrs. Hanrahan’s 
class are so excited to learn.  They 
had so much to say about life in 
1B! 

Currently, in 1B’s Math class they 
are doing doubles plus 1 and 
doubles minus 1. They are also 
using counters to add numbers 
like 9+8=17 or 5+9=14.  In ELA, 
they have scrambled letters and 
they must try to make a word out 
of the letters. For example, EHPO 
= hope. 

They also read a great story about 
the three little pigs.  In the story, 
the wolf doesn’t blow the house 
down because the house is made 
of mud and the wolf doesn’t want 
to get dirty.  In Religion class, 
they had to know about certain 
saints like St. Theresa the Little 
Flower. There is no shortage of 
fun in 1B!  

           

What’s Happening in 
3rd Grade? 

By: Lizzie Honold (5B) 

I interviewed my brother Joe 
Honold (3B) in Mrs. Nemic’s class.  
In Social Studies, (Joe’s favorite 

subject) they are learning about 
the 3 types of communities, 
which are rural, urban, and 
suburban.  In Math, they are 
learning about graphs such as bar 
graphs, tally charts, and 
pictographs.  They are also using 
First in Math, which has videos, 
games, and helps them improve 
in math while also being fun.  In 
ELA, they are learning about 
subjects, predicates, and making 
a rhyming poem.  In Religion, 
they are learning about the Last 
Judgment and the miracles of 
Jesus.  In Art, they are working on 
drawing overlapping buildings 
and then painting them.  In Gym, 
they are playing Escape from 
Haiti.  In Music, they are learning 
about notes and practicing their 
Clash of the Choruses song.  In 
Technology, they are doing 
PowerPoints and Code.  In 
Library, they are learning about 
the sections of the library and 
Mrs. Tomaine is introducing 
books to their class.  I hope 3rd 
grade has a great year! 

 

             

Ryan’s Great Start! 

By: Ellie Mermelstein (5B) 

This is my brother’s first year at St. 
Elizabeth.  Ryan is in Ms. Benner’s 
Kindergarten class.  I interviewed 
him to find out more about 
Kindergarten.  He explained to me 
what they are learning in each 
subject.  In Math, they are learning 



THE STAR GAZER - SAINT ELIZABETH STUDENT NEWSPAPER 
|Issue #2 

3 

 

 

 

to add.  In ELA, they are learning 
sight words that will help them in the 
future for reading.  They are also 
learning about Mary, Jesus, and the 
Guardian Angels in Religion. Ryan 
said he likes how his teacher makes 
learning fun!  She does fun crafts and 
centers with the class.  He also says 
that his favorite thing in 
Kindergarten is the fun Specials.  For 
example, he loves Gym! 

Ryan also says Kindergarten is a 
great place for making friends.  He 
has made many!  At recess, he looks 
forward to seeing me and running 
around with his buddies.  In October, 
Ryan and his friends also got to go 
on their first field trip to the pumpkin 
patch.  He loved riding on the tractor 
with his friends to pick pumpkins.  
Ryan also has a special 8th grade 
buddy who goes to church with him.  
Ryan’s buddy also helped him draw a 
flag on a Service Day card for a 
veteran. 

So far, Ryan is having a great 
experience in Kindergarten at St. 
Elizabeth!  He is learning a lot and 
making lots of new friends! 

           

 

A Talk with Alex Fraser 

By: Nicky Fiore (5B) 

I interviewed a classmate, Alex 
Fraser. His favorite color is blue. 
His favorite sport is lacrosse and 
he plays lacrosse because his 
older brother does. His favorite 
sport team is the Patriots because 
his dad is from Boston. The sports 
he plays are, lacrosse, football, 
basketball, diving, and 
swimming. His favorite thing of 

the beginning of the school year 
was organizing his locker. His 
favorite thing about the whole 
school is getting to play with 
friends. His favorite special is 
Technology. 

         

 

Fifth Grade News! 

By: Sophie Mesiarik (5B) 

Fifth Grade is very busy. In 
Science, Mrs. McHugh is teaching 
us all about matter. We have 
done a lot of hands-on activities. 
It is really fun! In Social Studies, 
we have been learning all about 
the regions of the United States 
with Ms. Markiewicz. In Religion, 
we just finished watching 
“Heaven is for Real.” I completely 
recommend it. We are also 
learning about the sacraments 
with Mr. Shirker. In ELA, we’ve 
been learning about nouns and 
pronouns. We’ve also been doing 
a lot of vocabulary. Our ELA 
teacher is Mrs. Kluth. In Honors 
Math, we have been learning all 
about decimals and we just 
started fractions with Mrs. 
Schoen. I hope fifth grade has a 
blast this year! 

              

 

                   

Why I Like Girl 

Scouts 

 
By:  Reilly Gazda (5B) 

Do you belong to Girl Scouts or 
are you in a school club? Well I 
sure am! I’m a Girl Scout. All the 
Girl Scouts are like a sister I never 
had. They are kind, caring, sweet 
and compassionate. We gather at 
the leader’s house for meetings. 
We normally learn about 
everyday things. I love when we 
go camping. It’s one of my 
favorite parts about Girl Scouts. 
My other favorite is when we 
went to a photography place and 
took pictures. I think all of the 
meetings and meet-ups are fun 
and life changing. I think more 
girls should think about joining 
Girl Scouts! 

               

7th Grade report 

By: Caroline Brandt (5B) 

According to my brother, JJ (7B), 
in ELA, they are learning about 
France and England. For On-level 
Math the 7th graders are working 
on doing everything with 
fractions and decimals. Also, they 
are learning about cells and 
photosynthesis in Science. In 
Social Studies they are working 
on a report paper. Finally, in 
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Religion, 7th grade is focusing on 
the life of Jesus. 

                     

Crusader Football 
 
By:  Michael Mooney (5B)      

This was my first year playing for 
the Crusaders in 5th grade and it 
was really fun! There is a JV team, 
which is 5th and 6th graders, and 
there is a Varsity team that is 7th 
and 8th graders. Our season 
ended on November 3, 2018 with 
the JV team winning the last 
game. I really wish the season 
wasn’t over already. This was the 
first season in 2 years that we 
have won a game. What is really 
surprising is that there are not 
many people from Saint Elizabeth 
that are playing on the Crusaders. 
The Crusaders are made up of 4 
schools. The schools are St. 
Elizabeth, St. Joseph, Sts. Philip 
and James, and Pope John Paul. 

My favorite thing we would do at 
practice was a drill called 
Oklahoma’s where there would 
be 2 people on offense and 2 
people on defense. The people on 
offense had the ball and tried to 
get into the end zone and the 
defense would try to tackle the 
person with the ball and not let 
him get into the end zone. Our 
practices would usually be at 
Mary Street Fields and would 
sometimes be at Academy Sports 
if the field was too wet to practice 
on. Near the end of the season 
they changed the formation 
because too many people were 

figuring out about our strategy. I 
can’t wait to play for the 
Crusaders next year! 

 

 Student Interview: 

Nicky Fiore 

By: Alex Fraser (5B) 

I interviewed Nicky Fiore, a 5th 

Grade student. He said that all of 

the teachers at St. Elizabeth 

Parish School are nice and good 

teachers. He said his favorite 

subject to learn is Religion with 

Mr. Shirker as his teacher. His 

favorite special here is 

Technology with Mr. Kuhn as the 

teacher. His favorite thing in the 

beginning of the school year was 

getting a locker. His favorite club 

after school is Robotics. The 

reason I interviewed him was 

because he’s one of my good 

friends. 

          

All About Mrs. Griffin 

By: Emily Murphy (5B) 
 

I asked Mrs. Griffin, our Art 
teacher, “what’s your favorite 
color?” She said her favorite color 
is sage green. She was asked 
“what is your favorite football 
team and who’s your favorite 

player or most talented player?” 
She said, “I don’t watch football 
that much and neither am I a fan 
of football, but if I had to pick a 
team I would say the EAGLES.   I 
do not know a lot about them, so 
I will just say Foles.” Then she 
said, “Though, I do like the 
FLYERS because I watch a lot of 
ice hockey. Also my favorite 
player on the FLYERS is 
Simmonds.” Then I asked her 
“what is your all-time favorite 
flower?” She answered, “My 
favorite flower is a daisy.” Then 
with it being close to a holiday 
(Halloween) I asked her “what is 
your favorite holiday.” With a 
little hesitation she finally said, 
“Halloween and also my favorite 
season is Fall.”  “What is your 
favorite project you have done so 
far throughout this school year?” I 
asked. Again, with a little 
hesitation she said, “The 
Agramagraph.” 

Mrs. Griffin’s favorite tool is a 
pencil. Also her favorite type of 
food is Mexican. I then asked her 
“Who her favorite super hero is.” 
This question had her stuck. Then 
she finally said “Wonder 
Woman.” Now that you know 
about Mrs. Griffin the next time 
you see her you can talk to her 
about her favorites. 
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8th Grade Happenings 

By:  Sophie Righetti (5B) 
 

I chose 8th grade because my 
sister, Stella Righetti, is in 8th 
grade.  Stella’s favorite teacher is 

Ms. Markiewicz because she 
teaches you a lot of good things 
and she makes you laugh.  Stella’s 
favorite special is Art because she 
is really good at art in general.  
Stella plans to go to Bishop 
Shanahan for high school next 
year.  She is very excited because 
it is a bigger school and has cool 
clubs, too.  She will miss Odyssey 
of the Mind and the great 
teachers at Saint Elizabeth. 

                 

CYO Soccer 
 

By:  Alexander Sheldon (5B) 

Our CYO Soccer team is pretty 
good this year. We gave a play of 
the game to a goalie because he 

played well. We have most of our 
practices at 5:15/5:30 PM.  At 
Halloween sometimes a parent 
gives out pumpkins. 

I played midfield and sometimes 
striker. We had a lot of fun 
playing. I like the practices 
because the coaches were nice 
and you can see your friends. 
They are hard. 

The best memory I had was when 
I kicked the soccer ball from a 16-
yard box with my left foot and it 
hit the cross bar but it didn't go 
in. One day against Saint Aloysius 
it was pouring rain and freezing. 
At the end of game the sun came 
out. 

   

 


