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M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s !  
	

 
We Recognize The Feast Day of 

St.  Lucy:  Dec. 13th 

(Read her full  s tory on page 4) 

She’s  the Patron Saint  of  the blind.  

 

	 	 	

“MAYBE	CHRISTMAS	DOESN’T	COME	IN	A	STORE,	MAYBE	CHRISTMAS	PERHAPS	MEANS	A	LITTLE	
BIT	MORE..”	(DR.	SEUSS)	

	 WHAT’S	NEW	AT	ST.	E’S	IN	DECEMBER??	

    

   
Odyssey of the Mind at 

St. E’s! 
By:	Ben	Scheidel	(5B)	

So	what	is	Odyssey	of	the	Mind?	
Well,	it's	the	“largest	creative	
problem-solving	competition	in	
the	world."	We	solve	a	lot	of	
problems	and	we	work	on	
teamwork.	Last	year's	team	did	
really	well,	they	placed	6th	in	the	
world!	This	year	we	are	working	
on	a	really	cool	long-term	
problem,	which	involves	a	skit,	
but	I	can't	say	anything	else.		
Another	thing	is	that	we	can't	get	
any	outside	help,	which	I	can	
understand.		I'm	really	enjoying	
my	first	year	as	a	member	of	the		

	

team	and	am	looking	forward	to	
solving	the	long-term	problem	
and	competing	at	Millersville	
University.	

Odyssey	of	the	Mind	is	open	to	
students	in	grades	4-8	and	we	
meet	every	Friday	from	3-5	p.m.	

												 	

Poem 
By:	Meredith	Traynor	(5B)	

There	once	was	a	boy	named	Ted	

He	was	sick	at	his	house	

But	he	was	sick	all	day	in	bed	

He	wanted	to	go	downstairs	and	
get	tea	

	

But	his	mother	wouldn’t	let	him.	

He	tried	to	get	out	of	bed	but	he	
couldn’t	see	

His	friends	came	over	to	play	

But	he	said	”No	I	can’t”	

So	his	friends	just	walked	away	

	

The	next	day	he	felt	fine	

His	friends	came	back	

He	thought	they	were	mad	at	him	
but	they	were	kind	

He	was	so	happy	

His	friends	hugged	him	

Then	in	came	his	pappy.	
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STE Volleyball  
By:	Rachel	Bauhaus	(5B)	

This	season	of	volleyball	was	very	
good.		It	was	my	first	year	as	a	
player.	My	team	was	third	best	
through	half	of	the	season,	then	
we	got	defeated	by	St.	Max.		We	
also	had	two	tournaments.		We	
didn’t	place,	but	they	were	still	
really	fun.	The	other	teams	did	
well,	too.	The	Varsity	Blue	won	
first	place	and	Varsity	White	won	
second	place.	Then	the	regional	
team	did	well.		They	didn’t	win	a	
tournament	but	they	did	have	
some	amazing	games.	

Remember	for	next	season	that	
volleyball	is	open	to	students	or	
members	of	the	church	in	grades	
5th-8th.	

                
What’s Happening at 

Bishop Shanahan High 
School? 

By:	Andrew	Ehgartner	(5B)	

I	interviewed	my	brother,	
Matthew.		He	is	currently	a	
freshman	at	Bishop	Shanahan	
High	School.		In	Math	he	is	
learning	about	compound	
inequalities,	which	involve	a	lot	of	
graphing.		Next	I	asked	Matthew	

what	he	is	learning	in	
Technology.		He	replied	that	he	is	
learning	to	code	and	making	their	
own	games	on	the	computer	
using	Scratch.		What	kinds	of	
clubs	do	they	have	at	Bishop	
Shanahan?		They	have	Spanish,	
Robotics,	World	Affairs,	Bowling,	
Stage	Crew	and	many	more.		
Matthew	is	in	the	Bowling	Club.	
	
What	else	is	happening	at	Bishop	
Shanahan?		“This	year	the	school	
is	celebrating	its	60th	year	
anniversary!		In	addition,	our	fall	
musical	production	of	
“Footloose”	is	currently	running.		I	
believe	the	6th,	7th,	and	8th	grade	
students	from	St.	E’s	just	saw	it!“	I	
wrapped	up	the	interview	by	
thanking	Matthew	for	his	time	
and	for	sharing	what	is	happening	
at	Bishop	Shanahan.	

What’s going on 
in 2nd Grade?  
By:	Caitlin	Grant	(5B)	

I	interviewed	Matthew	McHugh	in	
2nd	grade	whose	teacher	is	Mrs.	
Birtwistle.	In	Math	(Matthew’s	
favorite	subject)	2nd	grade	is	
learning	about	money.	In	Science	
they	are	learning	plants	and	in	
ELA	they	are	doing	Simple	
Solutions,	Spelling	words,	and	
journal	entries.	In	Religion	they	
are	learning	about	the	
importance	of	Holy	Water.	

In	Art	class	2nd	grade	is	working	
on	a	project	where	multiple	
papers	are	woven	together	to	
make	one	big	paper.	In	Library	
they	are	learning	about	the	
sections	of	the	library,	and	in	
Gym	they	are	practicing	honesty	
and	good	sportsmanship.	In	
Technology	they	are	making	
Power	Points,	and	in	Music	they	
are	practicing	“Jingle	Bell	Rock”	
for	the	Clash	of	the	Choruses.	
Some	other	activities	they	have	
been	working	on	is	their	“Star	
Packet”	which	is	a	word	search	
packet.	

				 					 	

CHEERLEADING! 
 
By:		Katie	Henshall	(5B)	

Do	you	want	to	know	what	
cheerleaders	are	up	to?	Well	I	
know!	They	are	working	on	
amazing	stunts	that	have	many	
cheerleaders	flipping	and	a	Roller	
Coaster	stunt.	A	Roller	Coaster	is	
where	one	group	of	girls	puts	a	
cheerleader	up	in	a	prep	and	
twists	her	four	feet	apart	to	
another	stunt.	A	prep	is	where	a	
cheerleader	puts	a	girl	up	in	a	
stunt	that	goes	all	the	way	to	
where	the	cheerleader’s	feet	are	
in	line	with	your	own	chin.	
Cheerleaders	need	many	hours	of	
exercising	and	there	is	an	
interesting	formation	that	is	in	
line	with	the	Roller	Coaster	stunt	
where	the	front	cheerleader	does	
a	double	back	handspring	first	
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and	then	the	two	cheerleaders	at	
the	back	flip	opposite	sides.		

Hydration	is	important	for	
cheerleaders	to	keep	their	energy	
levels	up	for	tumbling	and	
stunting	as	well	as	competitions.			
Competitions	are	in	January,	and	
practice	is	twice	a	week.	The	
Cheerleaders	receive	a	neat	
uniform	made	up	of	practice	
shorts	and	t-shirts.	The	
cheerleaders	have	an	amazing	
uniform	for	competitions	to	
represent	the	exacting	standards	
of	our	school.	This	consists	of	
white	Nike	sneakers	with	a	blue	
slash,	pompoms,	skirt	and	
matching	tops	as	well	as	
bloomers	and	socks.	Yes!	The	
cheerleaders	all	wear	a	bow	and	
high	ponytail	to	swish	their	hair	
during	the	dance	routine.	

	

 
What’s Going on in 1B? 

By:	Grace	Breslin	(5B)	

I	interviewed	my	brother,	Ian,	in	
1B.	He	said	that	in	Math	they	
were	learning	how	to	add	
doubles.	In	ELA	they	are	learning	
blended	sounds	and	in	Reading	
they	just	read	a	story	called,	
“Nell’s	Books.”	It	is	about	an	
elephant	helping	other	animals	
that	want	to	read.	They	just	had	a	
Religion	test	on	saints	and	also	
had	a	saint	project.	He	did	Saint	
Francis	of	Assisi.	

In	Music,	they	are	working	on	
their	Clash	of	the	Choruses	song,	
but	it	is	a	secret.	In	Art,	they	are	
making	pattern	monsters,	and	in	
Technology	they	are	learning	how	
to	find	pictures	on	power	point.	
His	favorite	game	to	play	in	Gym	
is	dinosaur	tag.	His	favorite	thing	
in	first	grade	is	having	desks	
because	you	don’t	have	to	keep	
all	your	books	in	your	cubby.	

	

								 	

THE BUSY 4TH GRADE 
	
By:	Ella	McHugh	(5B)					 

I	interviewed	Bridget	Grant	(4A).		
I	asked	what	she	was	doing	in	
some	of	her	subjects.	

In	Math,	they	are	learning	division	
and	in	Social	Studies,	they	are	
learning	about	William	Penn	and	
the	Indians.	In	Science,	they	are	
learning	about	the	cells	in	plants	
and,	in	Religion,	they	are	learning	
the	Beatitudes.	In	ELA,	they	are	
learning	vocabulary,	spelling,	and	
Simple	Solutions.	

I	also	asked	Bridget	what	she	was	
doing	in	her	Specials.	In	Art	they	
are	making	Turkey	Bowls	and	in	
Technology	they	are	doing	power	
points.	In	Library	they	are	
learning	the	sections	of	the	
Library.	In	Gym	they	are	doing	
Matball	and	in	Music	they	are	
playing	songs	on	their	Recorder.	
What	a	busy	Fourth	Grade!	

	

All  About CYO Football  
By:	Sean	Feeney	(5B)	

Crusaders	football	includes	three	
Catholic	schools:	St.	Elizabeth,	St.	
Joseph,	and	Sts.	Philip	and	James.	
Our	practices	are	three	times	a	
week	in	Downingtown.	Our	
practices	are	so	fun	but	we	also	
do	some	good	drills.	On	the	JV	
team	it	is	5th	and	6th	grade	and	
Varsity	is	7th	and	8th	grade.	
	
The	JV	team	has	over	30	players.	
Some	players	have	played	before	
but	for	other	players	they	have	
never	played.	The	coaches	are	
very	nice	and	they	teach	us	to	
never	give	up	if	we	are	losing.	The	
JV	team	didn’t	make	it	to	the	
play-offs	but	we	tried	hard	and	
used	all	of	our	energy	until	the	
referees	called	the	game.	
	

									 	

All About CYO 
Basketball 
By:	Kieran	Spinelli	(5B) 
	

St.	Elizabeth	CYO	basketball	is	a	
great	sport	for	the	winter.	Both	
boys	and	girls	can	play	CYO	
basketball	but	on	separate	teams.	
In	the	boys’	Junior	Varsity	league	
there	are	five	teams,	one	regional	
team	and	four	parish	teams.	My	
cousin,	Ryan	Todd	(6B)	is	on	the	
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regional	team.	I	am	on	one	of	the	
four	parish	teams	and	my	dad	is	
the	coach	for	my	team.	Another	
student	from	5B	is	on	my	team,	
Sean	Feeney.		The	first	practice	
for	our	team	was	on	Saturday	
November	11th.	The	practice	was	
at	the	Marsh	Creek	Sixth	Grade	
Center.	It	was	a	very	fun	practice	
because	we	had	a	scrimmage.	

The	CYO	basketball	team’s	name	
is	the	Spartans.	The	uniforms	are	
navy	blue	and	white.	If	you	play	
CYO	basketball	you	receive	
shooting	shirts.	Each	team	has	a	
different	color.	My	team	color	is	
blue	and	the	other	team	colors	
are	gold,	red,	and	white.		

There	is	also	a	Varsity	basketball	
team	for	seventh	and	eighth	
graders.	They	also	have	five	
teams,	one	regional	team	and	
four	parish	teams.		

If	you	want	to	play	for	St.	
Elizabeth	but	you	don’t	go	to	the	
school	you	can	still	participate.	In	
order	to	play	you	just	need	to	be	
part	of	the	St.	Elizabeth	parish.		
My	team	has	a	few	players	who	
are	members	of	the	St.	Elizabeth	
parish	but	do	not	go	to	the	
school.	

	

Learn more about 
St.  Lucy..  
By:		www.Catholic.org/saints	
	
Lucy	was	a	young	Christian	
woman	who	vowed	to	live	her	life	
in	service	of	Christ.	Her	mother	
tried	to	arrange	a	marriage	for	
her	with	a	pagan	and	Lucy	knew	

her	mother	could	not	be	swayed	
by	a	young	girl's	vow,	so	she	
devised	a	plan	to	convince	her	
mother	that	Christ	was	the	better	
partner	for	life.	

After	several	prayers	at	the	tomb	
of	Saint	Agatha,	Lucy	saw	the	
saint	in	a	dream.	St.	Agatha	told	
Lucy	her	mother's	illness	would	
be	cured	through	faith,	which	
Lucy	used	to	persuade	her	
mother	to	give	the	dowry	money	
to	the	poor	and	allow	her	to	
commit	her	life	to	God.	

While	Lucy	and	her	mother	were	
grateful	to	God,	the	rejected	
bridegroom	was	deeply	angered	
and	betrayed	Lucy's	faith	to	the	
governor	Paschasius.	The	
governor	attempted	to	force	her	
into	defilement	at	a	brothel,	but	
the	guards	who	came	to	take	her	
away	were	unable	to	move	her,	
even	after	hitching	her	to	a	team	
of	oxen.	

The	guards	heaped	bundles	of	
wood	around	her	but	it	wouldn't	
burn	so	they	finally	resorted	to	
their	swords,	and	Lucy	met	her	
death.	

Though	details	of	her	life	remain	
unknown,	it	is	widely	known	that	
during	her	lifetime	Christians	
were	persecuted	for	their	faith.	
They	were	forced	to	endure	
horrific	torture	and	often	met	
painful	ends	during	Diocletian's	
reign.	Though	the	details	
surrounding	her	death	remain	
only	as	legends,	it	is	all	modern-
day	Christians	can	rely	on.	

Lucy,	whose	name	can	mean	
"light"	or	"lucid,"	is	the	patron	

saint	of	the	blind.	She	is	often	
seen	with	the	emblem	of	eyes	on	
a	cup	or	plate.	In	paintings,	she	is	
often	depicted	with	a	golden	
plate	holding	her	eyes	and	often	
holds	a	palm	branch,	which	is	a	
symbol	of	victory	over	evil.	

	

         
Art Report 
By:		Rachel	Klemp	(5B)	

In	fifth	grade	Art,	they	are	
working	on	drawing	a	winter	
wonderland	indoor	and	outdoor	
in	One	Point	Perspective.	In	
seventh	grade,	they	are	working	
on	writing	their	names	in	Two	
Point	Perspective!	Miss.	Dwyer’s	
favorite	color	to	use	is	
complimentary	colors.	Out	of	all	
the	grades	Miss	Dwyer’s	favorite	
project	is	in	sixth	grade,	which	is	
working	on	mandalas.	

When	Miss	Dwyer	introduces	a	
new	project	to	the	students	she	
feels	very	excited,	especially	
when	the	students	are	excited	
too;	but	if	they	aren’t,	Miss	Dwyer	
tries	to	alter	it.	Miss	Dwyer	loves	
painting	animals	because	she	
likes	trying	to	capture	their	
personalities.	Since	Miss	Dwyer	
has	been	working	here	at	St.	
Elizabeth’s	for	two	years	she	has	
done	the	same	project	for	the	
grades	each	year.	
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Life in 3A 
By:	Eileen	Lawrence	(5B) 
	
I	interviewed	Caroline	in	3rd	
grade.	She	is	reading	a	very	funny	
book	called	“The	Best	Christmas	
Pageant	Ever.”		She	is	learning	in	
Math	her	Multiplication	facts.		In	
ELA	she	is	working	on	a	writing	
piece	and	practicing	her	cursive	
handwriting.		In	Art	they	are	
working	on	self-portrait	weaving.		
They	just	finished	up	learning	
forces	and	motion	in	Science.	
Caroline	is	loving	3rd	grade!	

 
 
All About Ms. 
Dwyer’s Life 
	
By:		Lauren	Slade (5B)	

	
Did	you	know	that	Ms.	Dwyer	has	
been	passionate	about	art	since	a	
child?	She	had	a	good	
relationship	with	her	high	school	
art	teacher	who	told	her	that	art	
is	something	to	relax	with	so	she	
likes	being	able	to	relax	with	
something	she	loves.	To	study	
art,	she	went	to	Italy	and	she	also	
went	to	the	Sistine	Chapel.	She	
went	to	Temple	University	but	
she	always	studied	art	and	always	
was	an	art	education	major.		She	
also	wanted	to	work	with	animals	
before	art	but	didn’t	think	that	

was	her	passion.	She	thought	she	
had	another	talent	as	a	child,	
which	was	horseback	riding,	but	
yet	again,	that	was	not	her	
passion,	unlike	art,	which	is	her	
absolute	favorite!	

	

                       
													

	

						

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	


