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July 25, 2019 
  
Dear Parents, 
 
Best wishes to all our families! I hope that this letter finds you well and enjoying the 
summer months with family and friends. Saint Elizabeth Parish School is fortunate 
to include you in our community of lived faith, activity, and accomplishment in the 
tradition of a Catholic education. I hope that each of you knows how important it is 
that you participate fully in the life that is Saint Elizabeth’s. Being involved is an 
essential part of a Catholic education. Your example challenges our students to 
develop a social consciousness which will move them to meet the needs of our 
neighbors, and to discern and seek to remove the sources of injustice in society.  On 
behalf of Saint Elizabeth Parish School, I welcome you to the 2019-2020 school 
year. To our returning families, welcome back! To our newest members, we are 
pleased that you will now be a part of our supportive community, where our mission 
is to educate the soul as well as the mind. 
 
To all our students who expended a lot of energy during the final weeks of school, 
remember that your “down time” not only helps you to get more out of your summer, 
it helps you return refreshed and restored -- ready for the new school year. This is a 
good time for you to set the expectation to be your best academically, spiritually, 
and socially. Keep up those healthy prayer habits you established during the school 
year. Remember how we started the day and ended the day with prayer and say 
“good morning” and “good night” to God. Your faith formation is always first and 
foremost. 
  
On behalf of the Saint Elizabeth Parish School Faculty and Staff, we extend heartfelt 
thanks to our families for their ongoing support of our Catholic School. Know that 
keeping kids in our hearts is part of who we are. We believe in an innovative, faith-
based education with equal access to student services. This approach enables us to 
provide an academically competitive, compelling, and faith-filled environment for 
all our students. Trust and parental participation are factors in our success. It is vital 



for enhancing our effectiveness, because it supports the prospect that parents and 
teachers believe in each other’s motives and actions. 
  
In a Catholic school, we are partners who share a common belief in Christian values 
and are brought together for the common purpose of educating children in a Christ-
filled environment. We are not simply private schools offering a positive moral code. 
We want the experience students have with us this year to change their lives in ways 
that will last. Catholic education takes a more inclusive approach. In the background, 
and often in the foreground, are explorations of the relationship between religion and 
science, God and beauty, and morality and politics. Students develop the habit of 
putting faith in touch with reason. They learn to connect what they learn with what 
they believe.  We are proud to partner with them on this journey. Here’s to the kids 
who teach us so much! 
 
I take this opportunity to acquaint or reacquaint you with some routine schedules   
and procedures of Saint Elizabeth Parish School as well as some updates and 
reminders. 

 
 Please note that the Flocco’s shoe sale is a regional sale again this year, at St. 

Peter and Paul on Boot Road, Sunday, August 4th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
 

 We bid farewell to Mrs. Karen Hoyer, our 2nd grade teacher who will be 
dedicating more time to her mother and father who live in Reading. We wish 
her well as she assumes this difficult role of being a caregiver and know that 
her parents are grateful to be the recipient of the love of a daughter with a very 
big heart. We are so happy that she will remain a part of us as a per diem 
substitute. Mrs. Judy Kluth, our 6th grade teacher, accepted a position at Holy 
Rosary Regional in Plymouth Meeting, closer to her home in Norristown. We 
will continue with two sections of 6th grade, and our hiring will be completed 
by the end of July. Dr. Mary Gratton resigned to seek a position that will allow 
her to use her background in Theology at the high school/college level. Mrs. 
Michele Ibarguen and Mrs. Michele Riotto will be retiring from cafeteria duty 
after many years of selfless devotion to enabling us to provide an attractive, 
healthy alternative to bagged lunches. They always kept an eye out for what 
the kids enjoyed eating! 
 

 It is with great enthusiasm that I announce the opening of our Pre-
Kindergarten 4 program, and our new staff members.  Mrs. Lorraine Lawless, 
a graduate of West Chester University, will be our Pre-K4 teacher. Mrs. 
Lawless comes to us with eight years experience as a lead teacher in nursery 



school as well as experience teaching in the Archdiocese. Mrs. Melissa 
Honold will be the Kindergarten aide in Ms. Benner’s KB classroom. Mrs. 
Honold directed the OT “Art Club” for select students last year with oversight 
from the CCIU.  Ms. Marcella DiMaggio will be teaching our 2B students.  
Ms. DiMaggio earned her Master of Education from West Chester University 
and substituted for Saint Elizabeth during the 2018-19 school year. Mrs. 
Ibarguen and Mrs. Riotto’s positions will be filled by Mrs. Janet Inman and 
Mrs. Christine Mooney.  They will be assisted by Mrs. Carly Kee, Mrs. Nancy 
Lanza, and Mrs. Gianna Nugent. 
 

 In addition to our new hire, Mrs. Melissa Honold, Mrs. Patricia Kasper will 
continue to be our Kindergarten aide in KA. Both Kindergartens will have 
aides 5 mornings a week this year. We will have two sections of 1st Grade with 
Mrs. Holmes and Mrs. Hanrahan. We will also have two sections of 2nd Grade 
this year with Miss Meghan Hickey and Ms. Marcella DiMaggio. Third Grade 
will be one section with Mrs. Melissa Nemic. Mrs. JoAnna Shope and Mrs. 
Jennifer Grygo will teach each section of 4th Grade. Mrs. Paula Ringenbach 
and Mrs. Sandra Schoen are our 5th Grade homeroom teachers. Ms. 
Markiewicz will be the homeroom teacher for our single section of Grade 7. 
Ms. Nangle and Mr. Shirker will be our 8A and 8B Homeroom teachers 
respectively. Mrs. Locke will continue to teach 8th Grade ELA and one section 
of 8th Grade Religion. Mrs. McHugh will teach all 5th and 6th Grade Science. 
 

 More news to share – I will be having major surgery on August 5th – not life-
threatening, but unfortunately, the recuperation time is two to three months.  
(See you on September 30th 😊😊) Fortunately, I have begun to work closely 
with Dr. Mary Ellen Carnuccio who will be the acting principal in my absence.  
Dr. Carnuccio knows our school well as she subbed for Mrs. Tomaine in the 
library while she was on Family Leave. Her presence and supportive attitude 
with students are the spoonfuls of sugar I’ll welcome as I recover. Dr. 
Carnuccio and I will communicate regularly, and we have everything in place!  
It was a busy July. 
 

 Mrs. Mary Ellen Tomaine will also be retiring, but she kindly will remain as 
our Librarian during the month of September while her replacement, Dr. 
Carnuccio, is acting principal. Dr. Carnuccio has accepted the position of 
Librarian. She is looking forward to continuing with the students she served 
so well last year as a LTS.  
 



 During the summer, we have time to spend reflecting on the past year and 
begin to make improvements for the upcoming school year.  Here are some 
highlights of what is planned for 2019-2020:  
 

o This year our Kindergarten teachers will join our 1st and 2nd grades in 
using Fundations, which is a multisensory structured language 
program. It is based on the Wilson Reading System principles. We feel 
that added to Wonders, the emphasis Fundations provides in critical 
foundational skills will give our students the comprehensive approach 
to reading that will be “just right.” 
 

o Students in 3rd Grade will join Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades in using 
Nancy Larson Science -- a “connected” NGSS program across the 
curriculum. 
 

o Science students in 8th Grade will be using the successful Dimensions 
program for their grade level that the 5th, 6th and 7th Grade students used 
last year. 
 

o We are continuing our SEL (Social Emotional Learning) program, 
Second Step. We witnessed how students’ awareness of the fact that 
how they were feeling at a certain moment could impact their 
interactions with others.  We are told so many times that all we can do 
is control ourselves but if we develop and think through emotional 
intelligence, we see that we are responsible for how we make people 
feel. Teachers also learned from the program, and collaborated on a 
book study and trainings centered around the concept of “Discipline 
with Dignity” throughout the year. This year teachers will be in-
serviced on PBIS: Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports – 
specific interventions that can be used in the classroom.  
 

 
 Check the website for stationery lists and summer reading lists and reports. 

They can be located under the Student Portal tab according to the grade your 
child is entering.  
 

 In case you missed our May Parent General Meeting, you can find our Terra 
Nova scores online under the Academics tab on our website. A comparison 
chart to the Archdiocese and Chester County is posted.  



 Once the school year starts, please check our weekly communication, located 
under the Parent Portal tab on our website, for flyers on upcoming events and 
information. Our communication is updated every Thursday.   

 
Throughout the summer, if you are in need of further information, please feel free to 
call the office at 610-646-6540. Our school office hours for the summer are Monday 
to Friday from 7:30 AM-3:30 PM. 
   

    Important dates to remember… 
 
• Sunday, August 4, 2019 - Flocco’s Discount Shoe Sale 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM at 

St. Peter and Paul on Boot Road, West Chester. 
• Tuesday, August 6 - Friday, August 9, 2019 – Uniform Clearance Event 
• Thursday and Friday, August 22 & 23, 2019 - Look for the August Parent 

letter posting for the latest updates, and Class Assignment letters in the mail. 
• Tuesday, September 3, 2019– Opening Day of School for Grades 1-8 (full day) 
• Wednesday, September 4, 2019 –   

o Pre-K4 and Kindergarten Orientation (look for specific times to be sent in 
the mail in August) 

o Opening School Liturgy for Grades 1-8 at 11:15 AM in Church with 
Harmonium and Teachers leading the liturgy 

o Back to School Night for Grades Pre-K4, K & 1 at 7:00 PM and Grades 
2-3 at 7:30 PM 

• Thursday, September 5, 2019–  
o Lunch & Pretzel money orders due 
o First full day for Pre-K4 & Kindergarten 
o All grades report to school (full day) 
o 8th Grade Parent Meeting at 6:30 PM in St. John the Baptist 
o Back to School Night for Grade 4 at 6:30 PM in the classroom and Grades 

5-8 at 7:00 PM.  
• Friday, September 6, 2019 – First Trimester begins 
• Tuesday, September 10, 2019 – 

o School Messenger, blue, and yellow cards due 
o Chess Club begins after school 

• Monday, September 16, 2019 – Hot Lunch and Pretzels begin 
• Thursday, September 19, 2019 – Science Explorer Program for Grades K to 4 
• Friday, September 20, 2019 – 8th Grade Class Mass 
• Sunday, September 29, 2019 – Neumann Scholarship Exam at Bishop 

Shanahan High School from 12:30 to 4:00 PM 

tel:610-646-6540
tel:610-646-6540
tel:610-646-6540
tel:610-646-6540


 
The first tuition payment is due August 1, 2019. If you have applied for financial 
aid, your award letter will be mailed to you in the near future. Mr. Sam Venuti, our 
Parish Business Manager, can answer any questions you may have. You can reach 
him at 610-321-1200.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this letter.  Be safe; enjoy your children and the rest 
of these lazy days of summer. 
 
God Bless, 

 
Dr. Diane Greco 
Principal 
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