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February 8, 2018 

 

Dear Parents,    

 

On Wednesday we honor St. Valentine who was a priest who lived in Rome in the third century.  

He was put in prison because he helped some Christians elude the emperor Claudius.  While 

Valentine was in prison, he healed the chief warden’s daughter, who was blind, and the warden 

and all his family became Christians.  His connection to the valentines’ tradition on February 14th 

is tenuous though we know he lived at a time when there was an edict prohibiting the marriage of 

young people.  The idea of encouraging marriage within the Catholic Church was also what 

Valentine was all about – a truly countercultural saint.   From this simple beginning, the traditions 

and legends of this day meant for expressions of love continue to grow. May your time together 

as a family this long weekend (thanks to our snow & celebratory days off) reaffirm for you that 

God gives us the world to live in and enjoy – including our weather “inconsistencies!”  Our world 

is a place to meet God, whether it be in nature, playing, loving one another, beauty, or the 

conviction that we are loved by God.  Enjoy! 

 

Kudos to our 6th and 7th Grade Science Fair winners. Most of these students will be moving on to 

the Chester County Intermediate Unit Competition in March: 

Grade 6: 

 1st Ava Fraser:  Is it what it’s priced to be? 

 2nd JD Fiore:  Which juice will win the race of primary fermentation? 

 3rd Patrick Kearns:  Is cold or hot better for a battery? 

 4th Logan Williams:  Are you going to eat that? 

 5th Suzanne Gatti:  Meltdown 

 6th Matthew Schaeffer & Ryan Todd:  Does temperature affect the bounce of a ball? 

Grade 7: 

 1st Alex Daoud:  Do blackworms get a sugar high? 

 2nd Ashley & Tori Ebert:  Oh, the irony! 

 3rd Qinny Irwin:  Brainwashed? 

 4th Tien Tran:  Cu in blue 

 5th Alexis Allen & Alexa Bojko:  How strong do you believe a magnet is? 

Good luck and many thanks to our dedicated judges and teachers, Mrs. McHugh and Ms. Nangle! 

The judges were very impressed with the students’ understanding and the decisions they made in 

executing their experiments. 

 

We do appreciate all your flexibility in taking an active role in events and thank the teachers who 

always work as a team to make happenings a reality.  Things were “rearranged” so that we could 



share as much of your children’s work as possible at the Open House and teachers were flexible 

enough to give up their home base for the common good.   

 

We ended Catholic Schools Week with a great Variety Show on Thursday evening!  It was a 

packed house – with over 250 seats filled – without counting our standees.  Our talented students 

– and a surprise guest performer, our seminarian, John Paul, who sang an original song while 

accompanying himself on guitar -- were able to experience the adulation they deserved from the 

crowd.  Thank you to Mrs. Shanley for making this such an enjoyable evening! 

 

Thank you to Mary Maguire and Jacqui Denlinger and their dedicated team for organizing and 

executing our official ending with a Pizza Bingo Night on Friday that was fun for all.  As always, 

attendees left smiling with their prizes and families enjoyed the opportunity to socialize with each 

other. 

 

Even during busy times like Catholic Schools Week, academics are still our priority, so please 

remember that students still need to pay attention to assignments and due dates especially with the 

disjointed schedule due to weather delays and closings we are experiencing.  See everyone again 

on Friday! 

  

Thank you so much to the 80+ families who voted for the candidates who were running for 

membership in the Parish School Advisory Council.  Many thanks to the candidates who were 

willing to serve our Parish School.  Newly elected members are Maureen Bellafante, Jim McHugh, 

and Nicole Snyder. We also welcome Victoria Johnson who was appointed to replace Brian 

McGonagle whose term expired.  We thank Brian and Joanne Metzger who were instrumental in 

making our Strategic Plan a reality.  Both these members remain active in our school community 

and we appreciate their expertise!  We look forward to the future with another strong team! 

 

Starting on Friday, March 16, 2018 our students in Grades K-8 will participate in standardized 

testing.  The Terra Nova Test is an assessment that we use to promote greater learning and 

academic growth of each student.  In order to continue to receive an accurate picture of our 

students’ achievement we ask that during this week of testing your children not only get a good 

night’s sleep, and eat a healthy breakfast, but also that they are not late for school or pulled for 

doctors’ appointments.  There will be no administration of make-up tests to students who are 

absent for a reason other than illness or an academic event where they are representing St. 

Elizabeth.  Thank you for your team effort.    

 

Please note that our re-registration deadline has now passed.  If you have not already done so, 

please return the form indicating your enrollment intentions for next year.  We are already making 

plans for 2017-2018 and an accurate enrollment figure is vital. 

 

Just a few more reminders…  

February’s virtue is: Respect 

 

 February 8, 2018 – No School - Archdiocesan Day off for the Eagle Super Bowl Parade 

 February 12, 2018 –  

o 3rd Grade Wax Museum 



o History Fair 

 February 13, 2018 –  

o Sneak a Peek 9:30-11:00 AM 

o Math 24 Club after school 

 February 14, 2018– Happy Valentine’s Day! 

o Ash Wednesday Liturgy at 11:00 AM 

 February 15, 2018 –  

o Science Explorers:  Loose in the Chem Lab 

o The Knight School Chess Club after school 

 February 16, 2018 – Grade 4 Class Mass 

 February 19, 2018 – Presidents’ Day – No School 

 February 20, 2018 – Math 24 Club after school 

 February 22, 2018 –  

o Farm Explorer Program – Grade 4 

o Science Explorers: Loose in the Chem Lab 

o The Knight School Chess Club after school 

 February 23, 2018 – Grade 3 Class Mass 

 February 27, 2018 –  
o Math 24 Club after school  

o Sneak a Peek 9:30-11:00 AM 

 February 28, 2018 –  

o 8th Grade attends Anne Frank in AM 

o School Confessions at 1:15 PM 

 

 Once again – Please check all flyers that are listed in this week’s communication.   

 

 

We follow Downingtown Area School District for weather-related school closings.  A message 

is also sent through our School Messenger System.  

 
 

God bless, 

 
Dr. Diane Greco 

Principal 
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