
 

 Good morning, Father Mullin and St. Elizabeth Parishioners.  My name is 

Marley O’Connell and I am the Student Council President of our parish school.  I 

am here today to represent St. Elizabeth and discuss the importance of Catholic 

School education. 

 Today is Sunday, January 28th, 2018, the first day of this year’s celebration 

of Catholic Schools Week.  During the past couple of weeks leading up to this 

Mass and my speech, I spoke with a few of my classmates about why “Catholic 

School education” has made a difference in our lives.  Most of the responses and 

conversations we had brought a smile to my face.  Whether it was crossing our 

fingers in hopes of getting the Peacemaker Award at First Friday Mass, dressing 

up as our saint for the “All Saints Day” celebration or the anticipation as an 8th 

grader to partake in the Living Stations of the Cross – our foundation of faith was 

being stacked from the very beginning.  My friends and I all agreed that this 

Catholic education also sparked a desire to participate in and be an active part of 

our school and church. 

 I have been a student at St. Elizabeth’s for almost nine years now.  I can’t 

believe my time here is just a few short months away from being over.  Being a 

student in a Catholic school, we are fortunate to have God be the front and center 

of our daily classroom activities.  We start and end the day in prayer.   We have 

access to confessions and are able to pray the rosary in this beautiful church.  

Those opportunities, along with our interactive masses and some unbelievable 

teaching has helped me to better understand the long and rich history of my 

religion, the importance of the sacraments, and the need for service and faith. 

 In addition to St. E’s helping create the foundation of my Catholic faith, it 

has also been a place where I was able to become a well rounded individual.  

There are a large number of activities, club, and sports to participate in.  I have 

participated in the STREAM club, Robotics, the Musical, Student Council and CYO 



basketball.  These activities along with others such as:  Math Club, Odyssey of the 

Mind and Science Explorers allow each individual student to pick and choose 

something that sparks their interest. 

 While doing a bit more research for this speech, I found a fun fact that ties 

in well with the theme of a strong foundation.  I started by saying that today, 

January 28th is the first day of Catholic Schools Week.  Well, did you know that it 

was on this day, January 28th in 1958 that the Lego toy company patented their 

iconic Lego BRICK design?  I think if I looked hard enough throughout my house, I 

could still find a few of those Lego bricks under a couch or in a closet! 

 In conclusion, during this speech I mentioned my “foundation” a few times.  

Well there is no better material to build a foundation with than a good old-

fashioned brick.  They are strong, yet simple and stand the test of time.  Over the 

past nine years, St. Elizabeth’s has become my “Lego Brick,” a solid and sturdy 

foundation for a lifelong faith in God.  Thank you for this opportunity to hear 

some of my journey, a journey that will continue throughout my high school 

Catholic education and beyond. 

Marley O’Connell 


