
 
 
 
November 6, 2017 
 
Dear School Communities, 
 

For the past few months, we have been asking you to lead the charge in advocating for our 
Catholic School students by way of connecting with your local PA legislators.  As you recall, Speaker of the 
House Michael Turzai had introduced legislation calling for a  $20 million dollar increase to EITC/OSTC.  
We had asked you to echo that request throughout the Commonwealth….and you did just that! 

It is with enthusiasm and pride that I write to you today to say THANK YOU!  Through your hard 
work and advocacy, you were able to demonstrate to the Pennsylvania Legislature the power and 
importance of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), along with the Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit 
(OSTC) Programs. 

The House and the Senate, along with Governor Wolf have agreed to a $10 million dollar increase 
to these programs.  While the goal was $20 million, your efforts have ensured that many hardworking 
local families will now have the financial assistance they need to send their children to Archdiocesan 
Elementary, Secondary, and Schools of Special Education. 

Our schools are critically important to the communities they serve, however, rising costs have 
made accessing them a “heavy lift” for many families.  The EITC/OSTC programs provide opportunities 
for those seeking the traditional values and strong academics of a Catholic Education.  Additionally, it 
should be noted that these funds are actually generated through Pennsylvania businesses and Individuals 
who chose to send their tax dollars to our schools and organizations such as BLOCS.   

While the additional $10 million is good, it is merely a start.  We need to continue to advocate for 
our Catholic School students and parents who desire a high quality Catholic education. 

Most assuredly, we will be reaching out to you again for your assistance and advocacy on other 
issues related to Catholic education.  As educated voters, your stance and input is important to your 
elected officials.  Thanks for all that you do. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Jason M. Budd 
 

Jason M. Budd 
 
Office of Catholic Education 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
222 North 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
jbudd@archphila.org 
215-587-3709 
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