
 

 Good morning, members of St. Elizabeth Parish.  My name is Nina 

Duncheskie and I am the Vice President of St. Elizabeth School’s Student Council.  

I have gone to this school since Kindergarten and I have learned something new 

every step of the way.  When I was asked to write this speech about my 

experience at St. Elizabeth, one word came to mind:  community.  As you may 

know, our school is much smaller than a public school.  Even though we may be 

small in number, we are definitely not small in support, service, or prayer.  Some 

of these things you cannot get in other schools.  I can remember one instance in 

my years going here that really made an impact on me and made me realize how 

important it was to be able to pray together in school.  

 During this instance, there was a parent that was extremely critical with 

possible  damage to the brain.  This parent had had an accident and spent more 

than 3 weeks in the hospital during this time.  Every day we would pray for this 

parent and their family.  At the time, I was in 5th grade, and this event was even 

scary for me, especially since I knew the family very well.  Astonishingly, this 

parent made a 100% recovery that even the doctors didn’t think was possible.   

 This event really made me think about how important prayer is and how 

important it is to have the right to pray in school.  It was a comfort and a source 

of  strength for the students to have prayer.  There have been several other 

instances where prayer has become a focal point for our community.  I am 

thankful that St. Elizabeth has always been a safe haven for all the students to 

express their faith.  As followers of Jesus, we know that we cannot control the 

outcome of our lives, but we do have the power of prayer to rely on, and  St. 

Elizabeth always encourages us to do that.  

 Thank you for your time and Happy Catholic Schools Week! 

 Nina Duncheskie 


