
MAKE YOUR OWN INSTRUMENTS:   Music Class 1/25/19 

* * * * Due: 2/25 (4B) or 2/21 (4A) 2019 * * * * 
Graded on: presentation, decoration, sound, creativity, handed in on time 

 

Guitar/harp Shoebox: 
MATERIALS:  Shoebox (no lid needed) and rubber bands 

Get a shoebox and 7-9 rubber bands. 

Loop the rubber bands around the shoebox, across the shortest dimension. 

You can tune the rubber bands by making them tighter or looser across the opening. 

Notice that you can make higher pitches with tighter rubber bands. 

Decorate your instrument! 
 

Tube Trombone: 
MATERIALS:  Two tubes and two lips! 

Get two long cardboard tubes.  One should be able to slide easily over the other, and fit somewhat 

snuggly. Fit them so that one is inside the other. 

Vibrate your lips, so they buzz. 

Make this sound into the tube.  While buzzing, slide the outer tube back and forth over the inner 

tube.  

Hear how the pitch gets lower as the length increases. 

Decorate your instrument! 
 

Bottle Pan Pipes: 
MATERIALS: 5-6 empty plastic bottles of a variety of sizes, and tape (masking or duct) 

Do not use bottles that once had chemicals or medicines in them.  Juice, soda and water bottles 

work great!  You don’t need to keep the lids. 

You can also use plastic tubing of different lengths. 

Put the bottles in order of size, and tape them together in a line. 

Put your bottom lip against the rim of the bottle. Blow gently across the top of the bottle’s 

opening. If you don’t hear a pitch, try changing the angle of your mouth just slightly. 

Each bottle will produce its own pitch. 

Decorate your instrument! 
 

Can Drums: 
MATERIALS: 5-7 emptly metal cans of a variety of sizes, and two new pencils  

Get some empty metal cans – about 5 – 7 

Turn the cans upside down, side by side, and arrange them in size order. 

Use the pencils to tap on each can. 

Notice that the different sized cans produce different pitches. 

Decorate your instrument! 

 

Boomwhackers: 
MATERIALS:  6 – 8 cardboard tubes of different lengths.  This works best if the tubes are all 

the same, and you cut them to different lengths.  That way, the widths of the tubes are the same.  

Wrapping paper tubes work great for this. 

Notice that the different length tubes produce different pitches. 

Decorate your instruments! 

 

Visit here for more ideas and instructions: 
http://www.nyphilkids.org/lab/main.phtml?   OR   

https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/activities/make-your-own-instrument 

http://www.nyphilkids.org/lab/main.phtml
https://www.mydso.com/dso-kids/activities/make-your-own-instrument

