
St. Elizabeth Parish School 

Grade Six Summer Reading 2018-2019 

 

Each student is REQUIRED to read TWO of the following titles: 

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook by Leslie Connor 

Almost Home by Joan Bauer 

 Fishbone’s Story by Gary Paulsen 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Caitlin Alifirenka 

 

 Each student is REQUIRED to complete the focus questions for BOTH books read 

 

Story Synopsis by Goodreads.com  

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook by Leslie Connor 

 

Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional Facility in 

tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell Block C, and so far Warden Daugherty has 

made it possible for them to be together. That is, until a new district attorney discovers the truth—and 

Perry is removed from the facility and forced into a foster home. 

 

When Perry moves to the “outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited with his mom, 

Perry goes on a quest for answers about her past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover 

that love makes people resilient no matter where they come from . . . but can he find a way to tell 

everyone what home truly means? 

Almost Home by Joan Bauer 

 

When twelve-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her gambling father takes off yet again, Sugar and 

her mother lose their home in Missouri. They head to Chicago for a fresh start, only to discover that 

fresh starts aren't so easy to come by for the homeless. Nevertheless, Sugar's mother has taught her to 

be grateful no matter what, so Sugar does her best. With the help of a rescue dog, Shush; a foster 

family; a supportive teacher; a love of poetry; and her own grace and good humor, Sugar comes to 

understand that while she can't control the hand life deals her, she can control how she responds. 

Fishbone’s Story by Gary Paulsen 

An orphan reflects on the lessons he was taught by the wise old man who raised him in this lyrical 

novel that reads like poetry. 

 

Deep in the woods, in a rustic cabin, lives an old man and the boy he’s raised as his own. This sage old 

man has taught the boy the power of nature and how to live in it, and more importantly, to respect it. 

In Fishbone’s Song, this boy reminisces about the magic of the man who raised him and the tales that 

he used to tell—all true, but different each time. 

 



 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Caitlin Alifirenka 

The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from an impoverished city in Zimbabwe and the 

letter that changed both of their lives forever. 

 

It started as an assignment. Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a 

distant place. All the other kids picked countries like France or Germany, but when Caitlin 

saw Zimbabwe written on the board, it sounded like the most exotic place she had ever heard of--so 

she chose it.  

Martin was lucky to even receive a pen pal letter. There were only ten letters, and forty kids in his 

class. But he was the top student, so he got the first one. 

 

That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and changed two lives. 

 

In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends --and 

better people--through letters. Their story will inspire readers to look beyond their own lives and 

wonder about the world at large and their place in it. 

  



St. Elizabeth Parish School 

Grade Six Summer Reading 2018-2019 

Focus Questions 

All questions must be answered in complete sentences.  Focus questions must be typed. 

 

1. Vocabulary:  Select ten (10) new words from the story.  Define the words including part of 

speech.  Write a sentence using the chosen new word. 

 

2. Character Description:  Creating an Acrostic Poem with the main character’s name, describe 

the character.  Description should include any physical traits included in the story (eye and 

hair color, height, skin color, etc) as well as personality traits that you infer about the character 

by how they act, what they say, and what they think. 

 

3. Setting:  What is the setting of the story?   What mood does the setting create as a backdrop for 

the plot? 

 

4. Conflict:  Explain the conflict the main character faces.  Explain how they handle the conflict. 

 

5. Climax:  What is the turning point of the story? What events lead to the climax? 

 

6. Resolution:  Was the conflict resolved?  If so, explain the solution to the conflict.  Did you 

expect this resolution?  Explain your answer using textual support.  If the conflict was not 

resolved, in your opinion what would be a reasonable resolution?  Explain your answer using 

textual support. 

 

7. Theme:  What is the theme of the novel?  Explain your answer using textual support. 

 

8. Novel Review:  Would you recommend this novel to a friend or classmate?  Explain you answer 

noting the novel’s strong points and weak points. 

 


