
Catholic Schools Week 2019 – Grace Lane -- 5:30 Vigil Mass 

Hello fellow St. Elizabeth parishioners.  My name is Grace Lane, and I am finishing 
up my 5th and final year at St. Elizabeth Parish school as a Student Council officer 
and the Leader of Stewardship and Prayer.   

I am here to talk to you all about the difference Catholic School makes on any 
child.  I won’t talk about myself for much longer, but I would like to share with all 
of you my story at St. Elizabeth.  I switched to St. Elizabeth’s when I was in 4th 
grade.  I had come from a private school and was not Catholic.  Even though I did 
truly love my school and faith before St. Elizabeth’s, my parents made the 
decision that this school would be a better fit for me, and I am thankful for that 
every day. 

I was greeted with a warm welcome and long-lasting friendships from all my 
classmates and teachers here.  Our principal, Dr. Greco, and Father Mullin were 
extremely kind to me and gave me a feeling of reassurance that this school would 
be suitable for me.  I quickly delved into all my classes with a new desire for 
knowledge that wasn’t in me before.  I began really striving for good grades and 
receiving them with the help of all the amazing and supportive teachers here, all 
the while continuing to feed my passion for soccer and music. 

Every year I became more and more involved.  In Grade 6, I joined Harmonium, 
our school choir.  During this year, I also converted to Catholicism.  This was a life 
changing decision for me.  I was already Christian but felt I wanted what this faith 
had to offer, and with the help and encouragement of this school, Father Mullin, 
Father John, and my parents – I made it happen. 

In 7th Grade, along with Harmonium, I did my first musical here and joined our 
track and field team.  This eventually led me, rather abruptly, to decide to run for 
a position as a student council officer, and I was extremely surprised when I was 
elected.  My 8th Grade year has been anything but dull!  I have so far played on 
the varsity volleyball team, a sport I never expected myself to play and love, did 
the musical in the fall again, and participated in so many other student council 
activities. 

I walked into this year with a great set of friends and lots of excitement for the 
high school preparation I and my peers have been doing. 



My newly found Catholic faith definitely gave me the power to pull through all the 
hard work and helped lead me to decide to attend Bishop Shanahan High School 
next school year.  I love the daily prayers we do all throughout the day, small 
classrooms where I have made some of the best friends ever, and the amazing 
teachers that give thorough one on one help to any student struggling. 

As silly as it sounds, I have also found a deep love for the little perks of Catholic 
school, such as the uniforms – I don’t spend any time deciding what to wear – or 
writing in cursive, which I think is more fun than writing in print, and going to 
Church during school – honestly, a little because I get to miss class, and because 
Church is a great place to gather all my thoughts after learning for a while.  These 
little perks also led me to the decision of attending a Catholic high school. 

All around St. Elizabeth has been an extraordinary place for me and my peers to 
thrive.  I have seen all of my classmates grow, learn, and become who we all are 
in the environment this school provides.  I know it will be difficult having leave 
this place and my friends in the spring, but I already feel that this school has 
readied me for the challenges and hard work in high school, and for that I am 
grateful.  I would recommend St. Elizabeth’s to anyone who does their best in a 
caring, united, personalized school.  I know it made a difference for me. 

Thank you – have a great evening and Catholic Schools Week! 

 


